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Abstract

The aim of this study was to identify and analyze the management issues related to the mangrove
forests of Qeshm Island and to investigate the relationships and collaborations between government
agencies using the network analysis method. In order to collect information and data related to the
research topic, they referred to the relevant agencies and local communities in this regard and were
asked to list the government agencies involved in the management of mangrove forests. Then, a
network analysis questionnaire was prepared based on a review of three types of communication
networks (referral, cooperation, trust) between government agencies involved in mangrove
management and was completed by their representatives. After completing the data and entering them
into Excel software, the data were entered into UCINET6.718 software for analysis and after
generating a one-dimensional matrix, macro and micro indicators of the network such as density and
centrality were measured. The results of graph analysis using NetDraw software showed that all micro
and macro indicators in the cooperation network are better than the reference network and in the trust
network are better than the cooperation network. Also, the cooperation and participation of provincial
government agencies along with the sub-managements of the Qeshm Free Zone Organization are other
strengths of these networks, which can be used to expand the participatory projects in the management
of these forests with the participation of local communities.

Keyword: Centrality, Density, Forest management, Participation, UCINET.
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