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Table 1. Details of the informants*

Slaws Ky Sl oMbl ol > @,
Number Code Informant position Row
20 A-20 G A-1 A 55 Slidios 31 g bolKasls ole ol sl 1
A-1t0 A-20 Faculty members of universities and research centers (code A)
10 B-10 i B-1 B o5) o>l slagleile lulis s 9
B-1to B-10 Experts of executive organizations (code B)
3 C-35C-1 (C 85) slgips o slaglojlu slacl 3
C-1t0 C-3 Members of non-governmental organizations (code C)
18 D-18 4 D-1 (D o) "al3l Sawgy b ais-gol uils cgoeiils 4
D-1 and D-18 Student, graduated or independent researcher (code D)
51 I ez
Total

L3 5158 Y ol poysdl lanls 5u5 1, C Lide o culld Al K30 455 Ky 5 B Lidu o culld Al A oS Jgadds oLl 51 L& F a5 cal 53 LLe*

aslazisls 351, C ade ,o cudled dile o0 ,a F 9 B Lish ;o cudled dile D oS Jgeito s3] 51 i ¥ sslazils 551, C idu o cudled dile B oS Jyeie
*It is worth noting that 4 of the people included in code A had a history of working in section B, and another person had a history of working

in section C. In addition, 1 of the people included in code B had a history of working in section C. 3 of the people included in code D had a
history of working in section B and another 4 people had a history of working in section C.

1. Non-governmental Organizations
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14. Verification

15. Investigator Responsiriness
16. Methodological Coherence
17. Sampling Adequacy

18. Thinking Theoretically
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. Grounded Theory

. Open Coding

. Axial Coding

. Selective Coding

. Paradim

. Constant Comparative
. Causal Conditions

. Action/Interaction

. Strategies

10. Context Conditions
11. Intervening Conditions
12. Consequences
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Table 2. The results of open data coding on illegal logging in the forests of the north of the country

ol o5 S @,
Main code Sub code Row
. A9, All, ABL, BL, B3, B5, B6,) ws> 4 S SLLI Sladss gl b 5 55l bes oo lon eyliss gl 5L3 @
= »@Lw 2 ks (D2, DB1
& OBl $Sev5i 5 p52S o The need of chipboard industries, carpentry, furniture making or all kinds of productions around the forest
i et for wood (A9, All, AB1, B1, B3, B5, B6, D2, DB1) 1
The high need for the (DB3, DC2) J5iz 4y &5 5 oz sloails IS Sl Cunlge (09 o035 ©
_country’s wood e The location of wood and paper factories is close to the forest (DB3, DC2)
industries and their (AB) oY = el @ Lo b Sole @
proximity to the forest . ) Vlosz 2l gl @ o9z gl Sk Sy
o The dependence of the wood industry market on specific types of wood (A8)
(A2, Ad, AlD) sz B pas 35150 g laasls IS o 5 )las pllas 05 @
U Al e & i o Lack of monitoring systems in factories and wood consumption centers (A2, A4, A10)
o I og,,_. 9 o .o . . . .
Aol | " (A8, Al5) Cox Bl as; o Jag)Lgb dLbQLajLu Jr5sS @))b O, ans @
Szl U2 s it e Weak monitoring, inspection and control of relevant organizations in illegal logging (A8, A15)
et xd (B5, D9) LmJi;; )l d)b):"’)ed » ;535 C;JUa'i Sg5 @ 2
Weakness and absence | ack of sufficient supervision in the harvesting of the forest (B5, D9)
of monitoring, AL ABL lbosle o o U cinss ®
inspection and control ( ) ooslz  o)llai cans
systems of illegal o Weak monitoring of roads (AB1 A4)
logging (B3) Jlot sla ISz 1o jlowayed jlugesls o
o Unauthorized construction in the forests (B3)
(A5, A10, ALL, ABL, BL, B2, C3, D8) (.. 5 jysccny sinke 5 lugeale) olnii JSi a5z slajls ®
) e Wood needs of forest dwellers (construction, heating, cooking, etc.) (A5, A10, All, AB1, B1, B2,
@57 sils C3, D8)
b og g olais K BCL) oz sloay JKi jglme slaling, ;8 o «Sob oz aile wuz Slaslo alas 5l soliiwl oSl poc @
u.;)ib <Y Qr-ﬁs (AB3 3
wood needs of forest e The impossibility of using new building materials such as bricks, blocks, etc in the villages near the
dwellers and the forest instead of wood (BC1 AB3)
absence or lack of . L o e - el .
alternative products (ABL, AB3, B, B3, D8) o0 5 (o C g c03l 130 aiile (SISl 4 JSor ST (LS L (28105 gus s> @
e Residents around the forest do not have access to facilities such as electricity, roads, fossil fuels, etc
(AB1, AB3, B1, B3, D8)
A2, A3, A4, A5, A9, A10, All, Al2, A13, A15, ABL, AB3, ) assl> ,o ciiuee OMSie 5 L35 ialsil
(AC1, B1, B2, B4, B6, B7, B9, BC1, C1, C3, D1, D2, D5, D10, D11, DB1, DB2, DB3, DC2, DC3
o Increasing poverty and livelihood problems in society (A2, A3, A4, A5, A9, A10, All, A12, A13,
unemployment and Al5, AB1, AB3, AC1, B1, B2, B4, B6, B7, B9, BC1, C1, C3, D1, D2, D5, D10, D11, DB1, DB2,
increasing poverty and DB3, DC2, DC3)
livelihood problems (AL, AB3, D3) elozzl o, Jo5i @ 4
and reducing the social o Falling social welfare (A1, AB3, D3)
welfare of society a1 A3, A4, A8, A10, Al4, AB3, ACL, B2, B4, BCL, ) olls> o254 sl [Siz slp Jid o5 5 (5,502 @
(D1, D7, D8, D10, DB2
o Unemployment and lack of jobs for forest dwellers, especially young people (A1, A3, A4, A8, Al0,
Al4, AB3, AC1, B2, B4, BC1, D1, D7, D8, D10, DB2)
e pllss il 3 (AL, A8, ABL, AB3, B2, B3, C1, D1, DBL, DB3) 2 o &abiyy 5 b (20l 9 b JKix 5l cinnss clilis @
5 ook ol 5 JKis * Weak protection of forests and no management plan (A1, A8, AB1, AB3, B2, B3, C1, D1, DB1, DB3)
1) el ady (AL, A2, ABL, BL, D) obli> slog 5 4 (o 5 5 0ty ecomeile) SUSel s jo Cins @ 5

The collapse of the

* \Weakness in allocating facilities (cars, gasoline, lunch, etc.) to security forces (A1, A2, AB1, B1, D4)
Al A2, A7, A8, A9, ) (p;5l el iy Laiul 5 g lulim 7k slow p JKz o pae allai Dlg,s @
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forest management Al0, All, Al13, Al4, AB1, AB3, B3, B4, B6, C3, D2, D3, (D4, D6, D7, D8, DB1, DB2, DB3, DC3
system and the lack of e The collapse of the forest management system based on the forestry plan and the failure to establish
a plan and program for an alternative system (A1, A2, A7, A8, A9, Al10, All, A13, Al4, AB1, AB3, B3, B4, B6, C3, D2,
its protection D3, D4, D6, D7, D8, DB1, DB2, DB3, DC3)
Jrass g gl gblis slag s 5 Gbyme ST dagsb (ud sy g Rz Cu o lacS 0 ol JLbnd @
(A2, A4, A10, All, Ald) lacslu ) 504k g bag s
e Deactivation of forest management companies and abandonment of projects, wandering of
enforcement and protection forces, dismissal and adjustment of forces and destruction of
infrastructure (A2, A4, A10, All, Al4)
(A3, A13) s o5zl o Sl o Sz loslo 5l 2gs coles Cans @
o Weak government support for the organization of forests, pastures and watershed management
(A13, A3)
(AB3, B3, BC1) s Lawgs adgr o (eels g S5z 5 cbilis glazog cins @
) . .. . Weakbudget for forest protection and lack of funding by the government (AB3, B3, BC1)
f’f“’ plosle 208 e (AB3, BC1, DC3) o JSiz> slojlu o iblis slaolgs ooly2! & a3 yos o5 @
Dl @xog o=l 50 o | ack of executive power of protection institutions in the Forestry Organization (AB3, BC1, DC3)
Sl S99 DUl A A7, ) Wi sblis 55,5 ot i g b wlie DL g Glejle ,0 jaaie 5 blis (59,0 3505
Sz 5l e bla> (A15, AB3, D12, DC2 6
o Lack of protective and expert personnel in natural resources organizations and departments and lack
Weakness of the of recruitment of new protective personnel (A5, A7, A15, AB3, D12, DC2)
trustee organization's (A11, A12,C1, DCL) 3z 5l (5,e5skr sl JraS 5 (il 4oy 9 sz Sl 5 ol La ) 350aS” @
power in providing e Lack of infrastructure and new and advanced monitoring and control equipment to prevent
fu?dsjl?tqumznty smuggling (Al11, A12, C1, DC1)
acilities, an oL e e alal - . <. ol e Ll . R
manpower for forest S S Sl 5 (s, 5Ll E3ls e plKim ozl gsin) blis (slag s wgllasl sladl L R
protection (AL, A2, A4, A5, A8, All, Al4, ABL, B1) .Ul
o Unfavorable economic conditions of security forces (insignificant salary, late, no overtime payment,
etc.) and lack of motivation of some of them (A1, A2, A4, A5, A8, All, Al4, AB], Bl)
Gblo yo ool> &S sass
£ (A5, DB2, DB3) suaxie 2,8 slrosl> 5g>5 ®
o The presence of numerous side roads (A5, DB2, DB3) 7
The multiplicity of (A4, AB) Sz slaoslr 31,k 5l (IS Bblis &) (guo s (ISl @
road networks in o Access to forest areas through forest roads (A4, A8)
forest areas
(A2, AB, A9, B8, BCL, C1) ;\Lasdlals L bilis (glag i 5 (s JalSiz slag,bo Jrwy 5l 50 (6 S0 g idpn @
wlad ol 9925 5 5,505 o Complicity and cooperation of some personnel of forestry projects and protection forces with
i s lyFest, 5 i, violators (A2, A6, A9, B8, BC1, C1) . . ‘
© s el i (AT, AB, A10, AB3, B, CL, D7) Jsie lajl plails iy | (i 1o (s fssos 5 2 wolud by ogrs @
« Existence of gang of corruption, rent, and bribery in part of the body of employees of the trustee
procrastination and the organization (A7, A8, A10, AB3, B7, C1, D7) ) . 8
presence of corruption (AB2) JSiz ;5 o))l oy ilss @
gangs, rent, and « Violation of operators in the forest (AB2)
bribery inapartofthe  (Al3) sz oladlrll (o rKws pslaiety ola8 5 (allil ( oollis (slag i b S cbli slag i cands sl @
trustee organization e Poor communication between the forest protection forces and the military, law enforcement and
judicial forces in order to arrest the wood Violators (A13)
@ (el and
sl iz 51 :
TS (D2, DB Gy Los 5 sl i b lisT Ghas
i «e' ) < # o Weak familiarity with natural resources and environment (D2, DB1)
S Lo (B7,D3, D7, D8, D9, DC2) s golin 592 ;0 cmds (55luKin b g cogor sl sisu 2T cans ®
Weakness of education,  ® \Sléaallsgeslg CC:); public awareness and culture building in the field of natural resources (B7, D3, D7, 9
promotion, public Ut ) B o o i ; .
awareness, and (A8, Al4, D3, DBL, DC3) p3,0 4 oi5u a1 jgliiady 350l b (g3 Slolodl o cans @
culturalization of natural ®  VWeakness in promotional or educational measures to inform people (A8, A14, D3, DB1, DC3)
resources and
environment
(A6, A7, AB3, C1) po o asle (g5 3 (o milio g S 5l cbla> 350 Jg5 @
Syl s gl sy ® ggi decrease in the value of forest and natural resource protection from the public (A6, A7, AB3,
el ) bl (DU (AB1, AB2, B7, C1, DB2, DB3) cbli> 5,5 & i Siz o050 y5b cind> @
b o Weak belief of forest dwellers in the necessity of protection (AB1, AB2, B7, C1, DB2, DB3)
10

Weakening the beliefs
and moral values of
protecting natural
resources

(A3, A5, A13, AB3, C1, D3, D11, DB1) asel> ,5 Lalé sla sl 5575 5 Sin b ,ib @

Cultural poverty and the existence of false beliefs in society (A3, A5, Al13, AB3, C1, D3, D11,
DB1)

(A5, A9, AB3, DC3) ¢l > J=b plxil 5 aral> M sloasly g golizel o oyl canis ®

o Undermining the religious beliefs, beliefs and moral foundations of the society and committing the
forbidden act (A5, A9, AB3, DC3)




Y OV B YO dmao NF-Y )l o) 6,leds (po il Jlo (o))l SLISKis ezl oyl ) K dloxs
kol o5 SR s,
Main code Sub code Row
Cood Sglas 4y azgi b y5iS o Bl gz oy B 4lL o ol Lol 5 gz Lol g ad e o sl 098 @
(A5, A9, All, AB2, AB3, B5, D4, D8, DB1, DB3, DC3) jlxs 5 3> s>
e The lack of appropriateness in the supply and demand of wood and the high demand in the market
AASEIIRCOR for buying smuggled wood in the country due to the difference in the price of illegal logging and
)" S s authorized wood (A5, A9, Al1, AB2, AB3, B5, D4, D8, DB1, DB3, DC3)
Suod il g 4l pe (AB2, AB3) iz (i b g b o a0 g gz Lol g adje po cenlis 055 @
o e The lack of appropriateness in the supply and demand of wood and its intensification with the 1
Demand exceeding approval of the Forest moratorium Plan (AB2, AB3)
SuPhpeh{)grcltei g}cvrveggéng Gl opSl sbml 5 JKim b el cusa o)) oo il b sisr OVpame Blaiel Cengd iyl @
(A2, A3, A7, A9, Al13, Al4, AB2, AB3, B6, B9, BC1, C1, D8, DB2, DB3, DC3)  ,Ldl>1
e Increasing the price of wood products by increasing the price of foreign currency, passing the
Forest moratorium act and creating incentives for violators (A2, A3, A7, A9, Al3, Al4, AB2,
AB3, B6, B9, BC1, C1, D8, DB2, DB3, DC3)
s 55l 292 le )1
w37 JRBL ol A3) a5 ol b lollo 5 loas e 5| Lo 1,3
Escape of wood . ) ) (A3) J plaslly anllle g laes o jl ooz oo U2 @ 12
industries from tariffs ~ ® Wood industries escape from tariffs and taxes by iilegal cutting (A3)
and taxes with illegal
cutting
S 5 38l o el
“ - L T -
R “’Sx‘l}"b'" i’ :‘ > (AB1, AC1, B4, B5, B6, BC1, DB2, DC3) gz 36 105 yslosms @
T;Z?Qr‘:ea of)sj)ﬁ;e o Profitability of illegal timber (AB1, AC1, B4, B5, B6, BC1, DB2, DC3) 13
people to eam money (A3,AT, A8, A9, ABL, ABS, ACL, B2, BCL) 52U o b ol 3 S (sl 38l (5 o
with little effort and o Some people's greed to earn money with little effort (A3, A7, A8, A9, AB1, AB3, AC1, B2, BC1)
high profit from illegal
cutting
Loy ;> (Sl cans
5 AT whed 2925 ko s o e o L o de Cats ol B o oiled
S " . ol wlsjly ol g andai 3 Lalss Jlai 5l le)5iS (> 5l ob)ly Cusgion 5 ooz Dlo)ly o D 5Ee 5 (nilsE @
Aoy yo @9"[3 6|MM>
s (B5, B6, B9, DB2, DB3)
s o Strict rules and regulations for importing wood and banning imports from some countries in terms of 14
. . quarantine regulations and reducing its imports (B5, B6, B9, DB2, DB3)
Existence of strict C1. D11y slo.| ey ol P L:
rules and regulations CL DL Gl)ly ooz oo I3l 5 (505 2,5 009205
for wood import and e The high customs tariff and the increase in the price of imported wood (C1, D11)
high customs tariffs
and its price
lados > S)lojlies A5, AL2, AB1, AB3, ACL, BL, B5, B7, C1, D3, D4, DB, ) ;)] &eu,> b (o32) 2 a5 g (S lo5l cians @
5 AL e 3579 5 (D7, D8, D9, DB1, DB2, DC2, DC3
e, S9B slasds> e Weakness of deterrence and proportionality of the crime (guilty) with its penalty (A5, Al2, ABL,
T AB3, AC1, B1, B5, B7, C1, D3, D4, D6, D7, D8, D9, DB1, DB2, DC2, DC3)
<z 82 1 . T T
CD) 1 o5 syl 5 35750 (ilh o Wb 5 (AT e @
Weakness of o Weakness, contradiction and gap in existing laws and their interpretability (C1) 15
detehrrenc'e offine? and a1 e g pyme b 68,0 il Cdlge 5l LT SIS 5 sbli> slag, 5l Beii> — ules (ild Cans @
fhe exiaence ofa (AC1, BC1, C1, D5, D8, D9, DC3) L5 glye
contradiction,’ and o Weak legal protection laws for security forces and their concern about the possible consequences of
legal summary in the conflict with the criminal and its introduction to judicial authorities (AC1, BC1, C1, D5, D8, D9,
field of illegal cutting DC3)
> «:L” °l5:*~j° G2 oS ,s el 5 5 wsr 3B Jalse b aallS 5 j35e xblB 5,55 5 05 5 ouilsd sl s LB olSies cans
20572 5 ol sy (A3, A8, A10, A3, AB3, ACL, B5, C2, D11, DB3, DC3) >l slacs> a5 (WY 5 milio
Lol )55 5o abbls o The weakness of the judicial system in implementing laws and the lack of decisive, effective and
csx Gl Ll efficient dealings with wood smuggling agents and factories, companies, industries and dealers who
The Weakhess of the buy smuggled wood (A3, A8, Al10, Al13, AB3, AC1, B5, C2, D11, DB3) , DC3) ] 16
judicial system in (A5, A8, B3, D7) 38 slacsz coly (9,8 5 sy el 5 ooz Gzl Ldle Joe (ool @
implementing laws and e The freedom of action of the wood smuggling mafia and the possibility of easy buying and selling of
dealing _decmvely, smuggled wood (A5, A8, B3, D7)
effectively and (A15, ACL, BCL, D11) o> Gl (sloonisn Gl fuasi 5 (S, ley o982 SYsb @
efficiently with wood . . Lo ’ .
smuggling agents o Length of time for processing and assigning tasks for wood smuggling cases (A15, AC1, BC1, D11)
5 Ol o 6550
Floe 5 SBla> (slog
Q] ‘SCLAA}‘ P &Las (AB3, B5, C2, DC3) OT b.ck..;l 9 G'Ld JSL....A 9 s:.bla; ijﬂi 9 uL.;é\;L% O 6)-.'.5)‘3 .
The conflict between 17

violaters and
protection forces and
its legal and social
issues

e  Conflict between violaters and protection forces and its legal and social issues (AB3, B5, C2,
DC3)
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Weakness of
systematization of

(All, AB4, BS) sz a8 3 4t (ilwinpllts Cans @

e Weakness of systematization of wood procurement and distribution (A11l, AB4, B5)
(A1, B6, BY) 1 395l sl,2l 5wz ) slog b 5l cdos culos g spp,aabiyp cins @ 18

wood supply and e  Weak planning and support of the government for wood cultivation projects and its unsuccessful

distribution and implementation (Al1, B6, B9)
implementation of

wood cultivation plans

9 Catez AD,
Sl g (Srblidnnss
@L;.,e wl..a.‘ BN wls)

Population growth and

(A3, B1) égb.a colay » wb) wl)_‘é' 9 Cora A, @

Population growth and increased competition in acquiring resources (A3, B1) 19
(C2, DB1) b wolio & ciiims Sl e Liljdl 5  Sitblidanss @

underdevelopmentand  , nderdevelopment and increase in subsistence dependence on natural resources (C2, DB1)

increased competition
in acquiring resources

> oo Slasl i

eolsz oSl jlooliiial A3, A8, AL2, ) JKix 5l cbli> 5 Sy e 40 dove 5 sag ol byl 5 soope o Lie 5l ooliiul i @

gSL“’ i 9

9 Sonde o Olgips o
Sz 5l cbslas

The weakness of the s

trustee organization in

using the participation

of local communities

and NGOs in forest

management and

(Al13, AB3, D2, D3, D8, D9, DC3

Weakness in the use of public participation and the capacity of indigenous and local communities in
forest management and protection (A3, A8, A12, A13, AB3, D2, D3, D8, D9, DC3)
Copa yo JKix Auil glabivmg, Ol glygd g olegpope Glagloile da gl cud b 5l solizul cins o 20

(A3, A9, A13, AB1, BC1, D2, DC3) K> jl cdsle>

The weakness of using the capacity of cooperatives, non-governmental organizations, and the
Islamic Council of the villages on the edge of the forest in the management and protection of the
forest (A3, A9, A13, AB1, BC1, D2, DC3)
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illegal cutting tools * Abundance of illegal cutting tools and equipment in the market (A8, AC1)
and equipment in the
market
Lack of basic and (D3) 35750 Cundy b canlita sale 5 Jpol Slalllas 35005 @
scientific studies and Lack of fundamental and scientific studi iate to th t situation (D3
neglecting the * Lack of fundamental and scientific studies appropriate to the current situation ( ' ) ”
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achievements of
universities D8)
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Causal conditions

SR g S oo plls oBbg s L)
o1 cbli> L 5 )b

1. The collapse of the forest

management system and the lack of a
plan and program for its protection

2

Sr97e gie b oy
Central topic or category
|}

ez 3zl
Illegal cutting

~~

LS p2 5 g oS

Action and interactions

L sl e o oldl Sy ek )
29z 3B ok ogm 5 05 o)
1. The greed of some people to earn

money with little effort and high profit
from illegal logging

Gy 5 obblrl o xS0 Y
izl g glad Pl 5 obla>
2.The conflict between offenders

and protection forces and its legal
and social issues

Lol 5 b, 5l sz glio S

sz 3z

3. Escaping the timber industry from
tariffs and taxes by illegally cutting

S Al oo byl pis
Intervening conditions
Kiz 5l el el (9,08 5 SUSal (g8 cazrgs (ol o Jyio lojls cans )
1. Weakness of the guardian organization in providing funds, equipment,
facilities and labor for forest protection
o b Gl g ade Lol (35 ay T
2. Demand exceeding supply and increasing the price of wood
gz el slagsb sty oz @5 s A ileaseplls ixs Y
3. Weakness of systematization of wood supply and distribution and
implementation of wood cultivation plans
30 Slipoe S IS5 g (o aalgr S lie 5l eslaal o Jsie plejle cans ¥
JXz il eblis g o paa
4. The weakness of the trustee organization in using the participation of local
communities and NGOs in the management and protection of the forest
5z Fl U5 5 eyl lls pllss g g s 8
5. Weakness and absence of monitoring, inspection and control system of illegal
logging
oo lajl By 5l (5w 0 5lsBogdy g iy Wld wlb oy g 5 )5S LT
6. Negligence and existence of gang of corruption, rent and bribery in part of the
body of the trustee organization
Of Cuad 5 (o8 8,5 (39 0L g sz Dol o ke g sl sy Y
7. Existence of strict rules and regulations for wood import and high customs
tariff and its price
oz Jl A 0 g sldls 5 LA whnd 39y g ey 2 (S ok s A
8. Weak deterrence of fines and the existence of weaknesses, contradictions and
legal loopholes in the field of illegal cutting
sz 3B Jelge b sl )lS 5 e cabld 0,95 2 5 cplyd sl ol o ldd oty cins .8
9. The weakness of the judicial system in implementing laws and dealing
decisively, effectively and efficiently with wood smuggling agents
Lo 5 xb qlie (S3laSing 5 (osee St AT sy (higel hrs )
10. Weakness of education, promotion, public awareness and culturalization of
natural resources and environment
loolSzils ole (glod jsbiws 4 g o 3 (sole 5 Jyal Dlalllas 09008 )Y
11. Lack of basic and scientific studies and neglecting the scientific
achievements of universities

wood
wolyy
Consequences
5 sy £35Sl g SRz )
R P SOV W

1. Destruction of the forest and
reduction of biodiversity and
increase in floods, landslides, ...

el ] Aoy
Governing context
Bl colas o Culf) Gl g Slidang 5 Curex o))
1. Population growth and under development and increased competition in
acquiring resources
axolr elazl o) als 5 (iione SHSLe 5 58 Sl g 5 T
2. Unemployment and increasing poverty and livelihood problems and reducing
the social welfare of society
Rl YIS 5508 055 5 et K 97 slajls T
3. Wood needs of forest dwellers and the absence or lack of alternative goods
b o 5} bl IS (sl 23 5 oy hnis ¥
4. Weakening the beliefs and moral values of protecting natural resources
SRz @ o (S05 5 )95 g o s L0
?. Thte great need of the country's wood industries and their proximity to the
ores|

Sz gble o cols 45 saws N
6.The multiplicity of road network in forest areas
ik 55 oz GB g g )1l 985 .Y
7.Abundance of illegal wood cutting tools in the market

Olrl Jled laJiz ;0 0oz BB Jelse 5 Lulpd coseio 655012 SO
Figure 1. Conceptual model of the conditions and factors of illegal cutting in the forests of northern Iran
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Abstract

The Hyrcanian or Caspian Forests in Northern Iran are facing critical forest degradation due to
unauthorized harvesting and illegal logging (IL). This study investigates the causes and factors of IL in
the Caspian Forest. Open interviews were conducted with 51 stakeholders to gather data, which was
analyzed using the Grounded theory method. In the open coding, the text of the informants' interviews
was broken into concept codes and then categorized. In the axial coding, the relationships between the
extracted codes were specified, and in the selective coding, the connections between them were
illustrated. In open coding, 22 codes relating to IL were obtained. Based on the paradigm model, the
position and connections between the causes and factors around the central issue of IL are determined.
Then, the codes were divided in to five components consisting of causal conditions (one), context
conditions (seven), intervening conditions (11), action/interaction (three), and consequences (one).
The study found that "the collapse of the forest management system and the lack of plans for forest
resources conservation™ is the fundamental causality for IL. Further, contextual conditions such as
high unemployment, poverty, subsistence livelihood, and intervening conditions such as weakness and
absence of a system for monitoring IL have significant roles in intensifying it. The result of these
conditions has caused the actions/interactions in which some people’s greed in earning money with
little effort and enormous profits from IL; avoidance of wood industries from tariffs and taxes by IL
and "conflict between violators and forest guards, and legal and social issues. The consequences of
these actions/interactions include deforestation, biodiversity loss, floods, and landslides. To address
these issues, the study suggests establishing forest management systems in the context of forest
management plans and providing the essential equipment, facilities, and human capital. The forest
management plans should be prepared with local communities' participation, and reduce their direct
dependence on the forest resources. This point can moderately unravel infrastructural, managerial, and
supervisory barriers toward IL.
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