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Abstract

There are some valuable forest stands on the mountains of Irano-Turanian phytogeographic region,
especially on the southern slopes of the Elborz mountains. Unfortunately they are destroyed in many places
and regeneration has been reduced or stopped in most stands. Studying the current condition and the trend of
regeneration, its problems and needs of reclamation are necessary to conserve, restore and develop these
forests. So this research was carried out in Latian watershed. The method of strap inventory based on forest
types was used. The results showed that , natural regeneration exists in these forests, in spite of the human
disturbances. The most density of regeneration is in types Juniperus with Cotoneaster and Cerasus and the
least one is in type Juniperus. The first type has three stories and a tree-shrub face, but the second one
doesn’t have the shrub storey and is like a disturbed stand with the effects of over-grazing. The origin of
33% of regenerations is seed and for 45% is shoot (the origin of others was not detectable). Regenerations of
Juiperus excelsa, Cerasus microcarpa, Pistacia atlantica and Lonicera nummularifolia are mostly from the
seed but Berberis spp., Rosa spp., Rhus coriaria, Ulmus sp. and Malus orientalis are mostly from the root
(Suckers). 46% of regenerations have been supported by auxiliary species or rocks. Among them
Cotoneaster spp., Lonicera nummularifolia and Cerasus microcarpa are more than other species. Generally
healthiness of seedlings and saplings is acceptable except Lonicera and Malus (in regard to stand properties).

Key words: Regeneration, Southern Elborz, Juniperus excelsa, Regressive succession, Root shoot.
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